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Charles Arnoldi is an American painter, sculptor and printmaker. He 

was born April 10, 1946 in Dayton, Ohio. While visiting a girlfriend’s 

grandmother in New York, he took the opportunity to view works by 

Jackson Pollock and Willem de Kooning. Observing their work, he 

decided to attend art school. Arnoldi attended junior college in 

Ventura, California, where a professor convinced him to apply to the 

Art Center in Los Angeles. He was accepted with a scholarship, and 

enrolled in commercial illustration classes. After only two weeks, he 

left and transferred to the Chouinard Art Institute in Los Angeles in 

1968, where he remained for eight months before deciding to abandon 

his formal education and complete his training through his art practice. 

In the early 1970s, the artist attracted attention for his wall-relief wood 

sculptures, holding his first solo exhibition at the Riko Mizuno Gallery 

in Los Angeles in 1971. The following year he was included in Documenta V, Kassel, Germany, 1972. The use 

of wood has remained a feature of Arnoldi's oeuvre, although since the 1980s he has often employed it in 

combination with other media. His earliest works were almost primitive in their simplicity and shape, 

resembling woven stick baskets delicately balanced. Arnoldi concentrated on his twig painting for eight years 

constructing many different forms, freestanding structures, sticks and string, twigs taped together densely or 

openly. 

In the 1980s, color started to become more important to him and he used bright pigments to give even more 

definition to his three-dimensional pieces. He also started to paint on canvas. He was constantly redefining his 

artistic approaches, and in the late 1980's started working with large plywood sheets. He glued the layered 

sheets together, deconstructed the piece using a chainsaw to cut jagged scars into the wood, and then painted 

it. His first one-man show was at the Riko Mizuno Gallery in Los Angeles in 1971 and subsequent solo 

exhibitions followed at the James Corcoran Gallery in Los Angeles, (1980-1985), and the Arts Club of Chicago, 

Illinois (1986). His group exhibitions include the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (1983), the Brooklyn 

Museum (1986) and the Museum of Contemporary Art Los Angeles (1992). 

 


