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In the historic Spiegelberg House   §   Palace Avenue at Paseo de Peralta 

 
 
Alfred Gwynne Morang 
(American Painter, 1901-1958) 
 
 
 
Alfred Morang was a distinctive Santa Fe figure who participated in and profoundly influenced 
the development of modernist painting in New Mexico.  Throughout his life, Morang’s home was 
open to artists, writers and musicians of all kinds.   
 
Morang was in born in 1901 in Ellsworth, Maine.  He showed an early aptitude for music and 
writing.  At the age of 16, he began his studies in art by observing the seascape painters that 
vacationed near his home.  He attended Fremond University and studied under the American 
impressionist Carrol S. Tyson as well as Henry B. Snell, a National Academician who was 
considered one of the best landscape teachers of the time.  During the 1920s, Morang made a 
successful living giving music lessons with his wife, Dorothy, and writing and publishing short 
stories. 
 
In 1938, Morang was diagnosed with tuberculosis and subsequently moved to Santa Fe, New 
Mexico in search of a dryer climate.  There, inspired by the New Mexico landscape, his interests 
turned increasingly towards painting.  He taught at the Arsuna School of Fine Arts, wrote an 
“Art in the News” column for a Santa Fe newspaper and produced a local radio program called 
“The World of Art.”  He also authored a book entitled Transcendentalist Painting.  After World 
War II, Morang established the Morang School of Fine Arts.   
 
Morang was a founding member of Transcendental Painting Group, a group of artists whose 
shared vision was to transcend material reality and advance the expression of spirituality in art 
through the creation of non-representational work.   The Group was co-founded by Raymond 
Jonson and Emil Bisttram, and included Agnes Pelton, Lauren Harris, William Lumpkins, Ed 
Garman, Robert Gribbroek, Florence Miller Pierce, Stuart Walker, and Horace Towner Pierce.   
 
Morang’s work is influenced by both the European and American Impressionists and Post-
Impressionists.  He believed in painting as a three-dimensional medium, and his work is unique 
for its thick, sculptural quality. 
 
Morang died tragically in a fire that razed his Canyon Road home and studio in 1958. 
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